
 

 

NOVEMBER SERVICES 
Sundays at 10:00 AM via Zoom and on Facebook 
 

November 1:  Trust with Rev. Gy                                            
Trust is as necessary for human life as air. It is the 
foundation for human connection and the bedrock of 
community.  Building trust or restoring it is an 
essential part of creating a welcoming, inclusive, and 
transformative community.  
 

November 8:  Bridging the Gap with Rev. Gy                                                                                                                                
No matter the outcome of the election on November 
3, what is needed in the aftermath is healing and 
compassion, for those who are hurting and fearful 
and for those whose experience and outlook we do 
not understand.  We must find a way to bridge the 
gap between us if we are to thrive.      
                                                                                                                                               

November 15:    Sunday Celebration                                           
with Daniel Nahmod 
Singer/songwriter Daniel Nahmod’s poetic and 
evocative message of peace, love, and compassion 
across all nations, cultures, and faiths is a perfect way 
for us to explore November’s theme of inclusion.  
 

November 22:   Pokégnek Bodéwadmik                             
with Marcus Winchester                                                              
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 resulted in many 
Potawatomi people in southwest Michigan being 
uprooted from their ancestral lands, but the Pokagon 
Band of Potawatomi Indians avoided forced removal 
by the United States Government. We will explore 
the ingenuity of the Potawatomi leaders at that time, 
and the continued importance of government to 
government relationships amongst sovereign Native 
American nations and the United States.  
 

November 29: The Meaning of Home                                    
with Rev. Laura Randall                                                                  
Join the UUCC Youth Group as they help us kick off 
Guest at Your Table, our annual fundraiser for the 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC). This 
service will feature a pre-recorded sermon from Rev. 
Laura Randall, Associate Director of Development for 
Congregation Relations at UUSC. 

Spiritual Theme for November 

INCLUSION     
Being a welcoming and inclusive community 
means consciously working to find ways to 
name, honor, and value experiences and identi-
ties that are usually minimized or devalued. It 
means uncovering our unconscious assump-
tions about what’s “normal” and who is present 
in our community, and opening ourselves to the 
possibility of greater diversity. In order for us 
each to feel welcome and included in faith com-
munities, we need to see ourselves reflected 
and present in some way. 
– from the Unitarian Universalist Association 
 

If this community is to be a beacon of hope in 
this hurting world, we must be intentional 
about how we demonstrate our welcoming vi-
sion. This month we invite you to reflect on how 
you might help break down barriers, demon-
strate empathy, practice radical hospitality, and 
heal divisions, and advocate for inclusion both 
within and beyond our walls. 

https://www.facebook.com/uuccswmi/
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Guests in our pulpit 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Upcoming Guest Speakers  
 

Orange County, California-based singer/songwriter, producer, and hu-
manitarian, Daniel Nahmod (pronounced Nay-mod) has performed 
his profound, heart-opening original music for over one million peo-
ple in the U.S. states and Canada since beginning his music career in 
1999. His songs are recorded and performed all over the world on a 
weekly basis.  Recent media appearances of Daniel's music include 
Saturday Night Live, The Voice, American Idol, The Super Bowl, and 
the Today Show.  
 

He was a recent keynote performer at the Parliament of World Reli-
gions in Toronto in 2018 with his friend and collaborator Nimo, and 
has been featured on numerous cable and radio broadcasts in over 90 
countries; at cultural festivals, interfaith and environmental fairs, 
workshops and conferences, youth rallies, 9/11 services; and as a key-
note musical presenter at benefits for such organizations as Habitat 
For Humanity, Operation USA, Achievable and Anti-Defamation 
League. Daniel has also performed for various U.S. governors and 
mayors, and for congressmen in Washington, D.C.  

Marcus Winchester is a citizen of the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians. The Pokagon Potawatomi are lo-
cated in southwestern Michigan and northern Indiana. 
Marcus works for his community in the Department of 
Language and Culture. In this capacity Marcus strives to 
promote and maintain Potawatomi history, language, 
and culture for the future generations of his tribe. He 
makes his home in Niles, Michigan. 

 

As Associate Director of Development for Congregation Relations at 
UUSC, Rev. Laura Randall facilitates partnerships to strengthen the im-
pact of UUSC and the social justice reach of UU communities. Through 
preaching, teaching, relationship building, and fundraising, Laura con-
nects the work of UUSC to Unitarian Universalist congregations. Prior 
to joining UUSC, Laura’s denominational work included serving as the 
Legacy Campaign Director for the Wake Now Our Vision Collaborative 
Campaign, and as the Legacy Gifts Manager for the Unitarian Universal-
ist Association. Laura’s ministry has also included hospice chaplaincy 
and Alzheimer’s education and advocacy. Laura holds a master’s de-
gree in divinity from Harvard Divinity School and a bachelor’s degree in 
English  from Alfred University. 
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From the minister 

 From the Minister 
Rev. Gy Ludvig-McCartney 
 

We choose hope over fear. We see the future not as something out of control, but as something 

we can shape for the better through concerted and collective effort.~ Barack Obama    
 

There are just days till the election. I don’t know that we will have a definitive winner on 

November 3rd, but I do know that the election will be over.         
                                                                                                                                                                         

I must admit, I am not without trepidation. In fact, my levels of anxiety are high and I sus-

pect this is true for most of the country. If only I could tell the future! 
 

I love Buddhist philosophy. If I would ever feel the need to identify with one philosophy or another, it 

would have to be Buddhism. I love it, because more often than not it helps me find peace of mind, espe-

cially when I am reminded not to be attached to outcomes. 
 

I can’t, though. Hard as I try, this time I can’t be unattached from the outcome. I care about who the win-

ner of this election is going to be. I care, because I feel bruised and battered by these last three and half 

years of a heartless, cruel, facts and science free administration. I know that I am describing many of us. 
 

As if this very consequential election weren’t enough, we are still in the grips of a world pandemic that is 

only getting worse with the incoming cold weather. We now understand that social distancing is still the 

order of the day even though we crave community, hugs, coffee hour, lunch with family, friends… We long 

to return to our church building to resume in-person services and life says “no”. Not yet. 
 

Your Board and I constantly talk about when is the right time to return in-person, and time and again we 

agree that not yet. We can’t risk anyone getting sick or worse. We have established clear guidelines and 

now we have clarity that we are only going to consider in-person gatherings when Covid19 case growth is 

decreasing. The guidelines will be posted to our website and will be shared with you in the weekly news as 

well as our monthly newsletter. 
 

For now, we settle patiently into waiting, coping, and making the most of Zoom. Thankfully we have this 

option available to us. 
 

Speaking of Zoom: on election night we are going to activate the church zoom room and I will be “in there” 

available for anyone to check-in. If you just want to kill time, blow off some steam, speak into your feel-

ings, meditate, or pray, I will be there to offer support in every way I know how to.  
 

We may want to come together to mourn and we may have reason to celebrate. Either way, we will have 

the option to do it together. 
 

As I mentioned above, I cannot tell the future. I don’t know who is going to win this election. I do know 

that if the current administration is re-elected, many of us will feel broken, discouraged, maybe angry. In 

any case, we must hold on to hope. 
 

Regardless of who wins this election, our great nation needs healing. Regardless of who wins, we have to 

busy ourselves with bridge-building for this great divide is destroying the fabric of our nation. 
 

Throughout the years our UU principles have often been tried and proved true. Our first one states the 

worth and dignity of every person. Every person! Regardless of their vote.            (Continued on Page 4) 



Page 4  CommUUnity Matters ~ November 2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

leadership 

  

Board President’s Corner 
Nancy Calme 
 

I am spending a lot of my Covid-19 months designing and making 

various crafts – dying and spinning mohair from the goat, knitting 

socks and sweaters, and now weaving on the loom my sister gave 

me when she moved away. I love the creative process and the 

learning.  

Sorting out the mechanics of it all and improving as I gain experi-

ence make my failed experiments and sloppy mistakes okay. I 

know that I learned something from each error. It also helps me to overcome my stubborn re-

sistance to letting things go. I can get quite attached to the image in my head of how things will turn 

out. When I encounter an obstacle, my natural tendency is to fight through it until I succeed. De-

pending on the situation, this perseverance can serve me well but there are times I must remind 

myself to “let go of my attachment to the outcome.” I think I have learned that one from Rev. Gy. 

I am grateful for all the little tidbits of wisdom that I glean from the church, both from the pulpit and 

from observation of so many people I admire here. Betty Ongley’s dedication to serving the local 

community, Denise Sonier’s commitment to helping the Congolese family adapt to life in Kalama-

zoo, Nancy Crowell’s never-ending optimism, Regena Nelson’s determination to make the world a 

better place. I could go on and on, pointing out the values and qualities I admire in each church 

member. I am lucky to be surrounded by such inspiring sparks of wisdom leading the way to a better 

version of myself. 

 
 President Nancy Calme, Vice-President Erin Michael, Secretary Darby Fetzer, and                                          

Trustees Larry Higgins and Freya Lake serve on the UUCC Board of Trustees. 
 The Board meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 4:30 PM via Zoom                                                

(login information is on the UUCC Calendar)   
 The minutes from their last meeting can be found HERE. 
 Please contact Board President Nancy Calme (nancy.calme@gmail.com or 269– 271-8851)                                        

with your questions and concerns for the Board.  

 (Continued from Page 3) If our Principles are so good, may we be the first ones to live by them and prac-

tice justice, equity, and compassion in our human relations. 
 

I think when emotions can get the best of us, we must stand strong on principle and be that hope that 

President Obama spoke of, hope rooted in concerted, collective effort. 

Thank you for voting your principles. Thank you for staying rooted, inspired, and steadfast.  
 

Here’s to doing better!                                                                                                        

mailto:nancy.calme@gmail.com
https://uucommunitychurch.org/calendar/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19587KAzLPAq_FpIB1BitsiWM2u5pmDNY/view?usp=sharing
mailto:nancy.calme@gmail.com
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PROGRAM COUNCIL 

 

by Erin Michael, Board Vice-President 
 

Program Council is YOU! Everyone is invited to create programming at UUCC via Zoom, second Sundays 
around 11:00 AM. 
 

We celebrated what we got done! Cleanup Day, Happy Hour Speaker Series with Kalamazoo City Commis-
sioner Chris Praedel, wonderful guest speakers, Adult Enrichment classes, Meditation with Eric, vibrant 
small groups – Sustainability, Women’s Book Group, Men’s Breakfast Group – and so much more! Bring 
your voice to our next meeting on Sunday, November 8. See you there!  
 

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND 
Vote!  Now is the time!  We are the change! 

Have questions? Links to check out how to vote and if your ballot was received are 
www.portagemi.gov/ or www.cokcityclerk@kalamazoocity.org or www.Michigan.gov/vote or 
www.vote411.org 

Caring Community Needs Help:  Contact our current point people, Judy O, Judy PB, and Nancy Cr if you 
have interest and time to help coordinate the needs of our UUCC community in times of need for min-
istry in transportation, food delivery, calls/cards, and/or fill gaps in contributing and writing a monthly 
newsletter article and weekly email blurbs. No meetings are required. You must be able to communi-
cate via email or phone in a timely manner.  

Call for Chalice Lighting Videos:  We need your beautiful smiling face! Record yourself lighting and extin-
guishing the chalice while recited our opening and closing words, respectively. Send the recording via 
Gmail to uucommunity@gmail.com! 

Adult Enrichment:  Many opportunities are either in progress or are coming up! Arab-Palestinian Conflict 
sessions – contact leader Rev. Harold Beu, Moral Decision Making on second Thursdays at 7:00 PM 
starting in November – contact Freya L; Civil Dialogue on Tue, Nov. 17 at 7:00 PM – contact Darby F. 
More are planned for later in the church year! 

Guest at Your Table: This annual UU Service Committee program affords the opportunity to learn what 
your donated funds support! This year, instead of the collection boxes, you will receive a “tear-off” fly-
er in the mail to use to learn about this program. Donations can be mailed in to the church or paid via 
Give Plus online, notate “GAYT” so our finance team knows where to send the donation. 

Plan for small groups at UUCC:  The Board is working to create a safe plan for opening our building to 
small group gatherings. Stayed tuned! 

Christmas Eve Service: We discussed options and desires for this service. It is our year to host the two UU 
churches. Having UUCC families invited virtually this year looked to be the preference. Ideas for a visu-
al sharing of cookie/baked good recipes and photos of traditions, both new and old. Got ideas? Share 
with Rev. Gy, Miriam, or Erin. 

 

See you at our next meeting on Sunday, November 8 around 11:00 AM on Zoom! 
 

Thank you for all you do! Stay well!  

Program Council—Where, Together and Apart, We Get Stuff Done 

mailto:elmelk59@gmail.com
http://www.portagemi.gov/
http://www.cokcityclerk@kalamazoocity.org
http://www.Michigan.gov/vote
http://www.vote411.org
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caring community 

NOVEMBER CARING COMMUNITY NEWS 

Let us decide that, for this first week of November, the difference we want to 
make begins with VOTING.  

 

We share in the double sorrow of Mary Roscoe, who lost her sister, Kathy, on October 21, just ten 
days after the passing of her niece, Cindy. Such a loss at such a time – we carry Mary and her family 
on our hearts. 
 

In November, we remember Theresa Hollowell, who left us in 2013. Theresa was known for her 
generosity and her positivity, even in the face of terminal illness and hospice care. We were in-
spired by Theresa’s example of how to both give and receive graciously. 
 

Rev. Gy and Patti put themselves at risk each day in service to others. We are grateful that, so far, 
they have escaped any infection and been able to continue their work. 
 

Several of our members who have lost parents in recent years are feeling a sad sort of gratitude 
that our parents have not had to face the isolation of Covid life in a care center and that our fami-
lies have not had to endure the worry and helplessness of trying to support and advocate for loved 
ones at this time. Others in our UU family are experiencing caregiving challenges right now – we in-
vite you to reach out and let the community lend support and share the struggle. We also want to 
celebrate with you the joys of the good days and victories when you work around the obstacles.  
 

Now, as they say in football “Are you ready for some”….. GOOD NEWS? 
 

On November 12, Elizabeth Fernandez starts off the birthday celebrations, followed by Liam           
Michael, Stephanie Grathwol, David Senecal, and Hayden Tasko. Abundant autumn blessings to all! 
 

Liz Fernandez, one of UUCC’s founders, currently resides at Friendship Village.  If you would like to 
send her a card or a note to celebrate her birthday, please send them c/o Eva Fernandez, 5207 S. 
Dorchester Ave, Chicago, IL 60615.  Eva will share them with Elizabeth the next time she comes to 
visit.  Thank you, Stephanie Grathwol, for sharing this address and a recent photo of Elizabeth taken 
by her daughter Eva during a visit to Kalamazoo.   
 

We are still basking the glow of the wonderful news Regena Nelson shared last month about the  
$4.9 million grant from the US Department of Education she received for her Urban Teacher Resi-
dency Program at Western Michigan University.  This program will “improve and increase the in-
structional capacity in Kalamazoo Public Schools  and Benton Harbor Area Schools through re-
cruiting and retaining residents that have a strong connection to the community and a passion for 
teaching.”  Thank you, Regena for the many ways you are helping to positively transform our world! 
 

After patiently waiting for the universe to find just the right offer, Andy Miller has accepted a posi-
tion with the City of Kalamazoo as the Development Project Coordinator.  He will be managing the
           (Continued on page 7)  

 What you do makes a difference, and you have to  
 decide  what kind of difference you want to make.  ~Jane Goodall                                                     
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Spiritual Growth 

  
 

 

Vigil for Peace and Reconciliation 
November 3rd at 8:00 PM   
No matter the results of the election this year, we know there 
will be some of us who wish to gather in supportive communi-
ty to seek peace of mind amid the tension of the moment. 

 

 We will open a zoom room at 8:00 PM on Election Night.  Rev. Gy will be available to listen to all who 
come and offer words of comfort and thoughtful meditation.   
 

Rather than discussion of candidates, campaigns, or issues at this time, we encourage words of peace, 
love, hope, and reconciliation.  
 

To join the Election Night Vigil for Peace and Reconciliation: 
https://zoom.us/j/95252052234?pwd=RkxQK2dGK2p3OG1Kem96N0FEWTVpUT09 
Meeting ID: 952 5205 2234  Passcode: 457067 
 

Full login information is on the UUCC Calendar 

Transgender Day of Remembrance  
November 20 
 

2020 has been the deadliest year on record for 
transgendered Americans. (Source: Human Rights Campaign.) 

Outfront Kalamazoo and Western Michigan University's 
LBGT Center will host a virtual Transgender Day of Remem-
brance service via Facebook on Friday, November 20 to 
honor the memory of the transgender people both in this 
country and around the world whose lives were lost in acts 
of anti-transgender violence.  Details for this service are 
still being finalized.  Watch the Weekly Email for more in-
formation closer to the date.  

 (Continued from Page 6) City's Brownfield Redevelopment Program, which takes contaminated and un-
der-used commercial/industrial land and redevelops sites into tax producing and job-creating projects. 
Congratulations, Andy! 
 

As far as we know, no one stepped up to get married, so we have no anniversaries to celebrate this 
month. There is still an opportunity before December to qualify for this honor next November.  If you 
have been waiting to pop the question for that special someone, we encourage you to go for it! 
 

Rita Stevens answered the call for point person reinforcements. She has joined the team of members 
who are ready to mobilize responses to support needs in our UUCC community. Welcome, Rita, and 
thank you to Judy Pigg-Behrendt, who will be taking a break to focus on family.  
 

If you, or someone you know, need support, please contact one of our point persons: Nancy Crowell 
599-1235, Rita Stevens 330-0376, or Judy Oliver 353-9397. Caring is sharing. 

https://zoom.us/j/95252052234?pwd=RkxQK2dGK2p3OG1Kem96N0FEWTVpUT09
https://uucommunitychurch.org/calendar/
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Stewardship 

At the Sunday service on November 29, we will kick off our annual collection for the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee (UUSC).  UUSC is an 80-year-old organization that advances hu-
man rights in the United States and around the globe through research, advocacy, and partner-
ships with small grassroots organizations. Guest at Your Table is UUSC’s annual program to raise 
support for and awareness about key human rights issues. Since UUSC works in more than 20 
countries, with over 60 grassroots partners, there are thousands of individuals involved in and 
who benefit from the work that your donations make possible. 
 

The theme for this year’s campaign is The Meaning of Home. For many of us, our relationship 
with home has intensified this year. The pandemic has given many of us new appreciation for, 
and concerns about, the places we call home and the centrality of these places in our lives. 
 

This year, during Guest at Your Table, you are encouraged to witness stories of our partners 
around the world as they tell you about home. Partners in Central America are working to make 
sure no one is forced to flee their home due to violence or economic devastation. Partners in 
Alaska, Louisiana, and the Pacific are fighting for their homes and ancestral lands against the rav-
ages of extractive industries and climate change. And partners in Burma, Bangladesh, and beyond 
are working tirelessly to support the rights of the Rohingya ethnic minority of Burma after facing 
government backed genocide in their homeland.  
 

Taking time to learn about and reflect on the lives of these ‘guests’ helps create connections to 
our UU principles, build awareness about social justice and human rights, and strengthen UUSC’s 
work.  We hope you will take time to learn and grow as you take part in this special Unitarian Uni-
versalist tradition!             
 

You can lend your support to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee by making a donation 
to the Guest at Your Table campaign in one of 
two ways: 
 

Mail a check with ‘Guest at Your Table’ in the 
memo line to the church building at 10441 
Shaver Rd, Portage, MI 49024 OR use the Give 
Plus app or the donate button on our website to 
give electronically.  Pleases make sure to 
choose ‘Guest at Your Table’ in the menu.  
 

Thank you for your support!   
 

   The UUCC Youth Group  
Learn more about this year’s guests by clicking HERE. 

https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GAYT-2020-21-Stories-of-Hope.pdf
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Stewardship 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Successful 2020 Halloween Service Auction 
Thanks to all those that participated in our 2020 Zoom Halloween Service Auction. We all 
enjoyed the costume parade that kicked off a fun evening. A special thanks to our auctioneer 
and special guest, Dr. Fauci, aka Kevin Brozovich.  
 

We appreciate the donation of all of your creative auction items. We are thrilled to announce that 
we raised $4080. Joe Calme emailed the list of auction purchases and personal invoices to every-
one on Sunday, October 18.  The complete list of who bought what can be found HERE.  Please 
submit payments by mailing a check to UUCC or by credit card through the Give Plus App choosing 
Auction/Fundraiser fund.  
 

We are deeply grateful to all the people who made this year’s auction a success. 
 Stewardship Committee : Joe Calme, Ron Crowell, Marsha Laya and Regena Nelson 

Jamtastic! 
This year's Jam Fundraiser netted $1500 that will go to support the ministries of this community! 
Many thanks to all the folks who purchased a jar or two.  We hope you will enjoy delicious jam all 
winter long! We are also very grateful to our amazing jam maker, Freya Lake, for all the love and 
care she put into all 255 jars of Strawberry, Rhubarb/Strawberry, Cherry, Blueberry, Peach, Rasp-
berry, Blackberry, and Grape jam that were sold.  Please remember to save the emptied jars for 
Freya.  If jars begin to clutter your cupboard unnecessarily let her know (freyalake@sbcglobal.net ) 

and arrangements will be made to retrieve them from you.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xMEvXt9GGq0xTQubx96bpp3GDcO2YvWH/view?usp=sharing
mailto:freyalake@sbcglobal.net
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Connection 

 

 
 

 
 

Virtual Gatherings Help Us Connect 
Even though our doors are closed, there are many opportunities to meet each other virtually and 
to be together in community. Please consider joining one of the following virtual gatherings.  Your 
presence may be a gift to someone feeling isolated and alone.  
 
Tuesdays at 11:00 AM  Join Rev. Gy for coffee and conversation via ZOOM 
 

Thursdays at 7:00 PM    Guest presentations and guided discussions  on a variety of subjects to  
                                help us learn and grow via ZOOM 
 

Sundays at 10:00 AM     Join Rev. Gy on Facebook for a live-streamed Sunday Message 
 

Sundays at 10:45 AM   Following the Sunday Service enjoy a virtual Social Hour via ZOOM   
 
How to Connect:  Login information for these gatherings are on the UUCC Calendar. Reminders are 
sent by email either the day before or the morning of the activity.  If you would like to be added to 
(or removed from) the Reminder Email List, please contact the office.   
 

If you are having trouble connecting Zoom, please contact the office.  We are always ready to 
brainstorm solutions and offer one-on-one assistance. 
 

Service Recordings:  Videos of Sunday Services can be found on our Facebook  Page and YouTube 
Channel.  You can find us on Facebook and YouTube by searching for uuccswmi or UU Community 
Church of SW Michigan.   

Help Us Stay Connected 
As we approach nine months (yes, nine!) since we suspended in-person gather-
ings at UU Community Church, the need for connecting with one another re-
mains as important as ever.    
 

As the weather grows dark and cold, please take time to reach out to people in 
the congregation, especially those who are unable to connect with us virtually.  

Pick up the phone or send a note even if you don’t know someone that well.  We need to be inten-
tional about fostering a community of care and making sure no one is falling through the cracks.  
 

If you are feeling isolated or disconnected from the church community, please reach out and let us 
know that you are okay or how we can support you.  Rev. Gy is always available to talk (352-2412). 
 

If you would be interested in setting up a virtual get-together with a group of UUCC members and 
friends to check-in and chat, have a group discussion, or just play a game or two, contact the office 
(uucommunity@gmail.com) and Miriam will help get you set up.  
 

Taking care of each other at this difficult time is everyone’s job. No one person can do it alone. We 
are counting on YOU to keep the flame of our Unitarian Universalist Community alive while we are 
apart.  

mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/uuccswmi/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeKLfl65HwfPysklVlrMV9w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeKLfl65HwfPysklVlrMV9w
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
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connection 

Women’s Book Group  
Stephanie Grathwol, Chair 
 

October Selection: 
 

The Secrets of Mary Bowser by Lois Leveen  
 
Friday, November 13 at 1:00 PM  
Book discussion via Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/99607835644?pwd=b2V0QkM4MC9lMDQwR0pIdVFkdWlvUT09 
 

From Goodreads: 
Based on the remarkable true story of a freed African American slave 
who returned to Virginia at the onset of the Civil War to spy on the Con-
federates, The Secrets of Mary Bowser is a masterful debut by an exciting 
new novelist. 
 

Author Lois Leveen combines fascinating facts and ingenious speculation 
to craft a historical novel that will enthrall readers of women's fiction, historical fiction, and acclaimed 
works like Cane River and Cold Mountain that offer intimate looks at the twin nightmares of slavery and 
Civil War. 
 

A powerful and unforgettable story of a woman who risked her own freedom to bring freedom to millions 
of others, The Secrets of Mary Bowser celebrates the courageous achievements of a little known but truly 
inspirational American heroine.  
 

The Women’s Book Club starts with a short business meeting followed by the book discussion led, 
this month, by Judy Oliver. 
 

All are welcome!  Please contact Stephanie (sargg.64@gmail.com) for more information.  

Men’s Group Breakfast                                                                                         
Saturday, November 21 at 8:30 AM 
 
All are welcome to join the Men’s Group for their 
monthly gathering via ZOOM to enjoy virtual break-
fast, companionship, and conversation.  
 
Please contact Ken VanEseltine with your questions 
or to let him know you are coming.  
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/97856246726?
pwd=WTlQaG1qZ3liZERFQmpkdXhqYVhoZz09  
 

Meeting ID: 978 5624 6726  
Password: 749176  
 

Full log in info can be found on the UUCC Calendar. 
 

mailto:sargg.64@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/99607835644?pwd=b2V0QkM4MC9lMDQwR0pIdVFkdWlvUT09
mailto:sargg.64@gmail.com
mailto:vaneseltinekl@sbcglobal.net
https://zoom.us/j/97856246726?pwd=WTlQaG1qZ3liZERFQmpkdXhqYVhoZz09
https://zoom.us/j/97856246726?pwd=WTlQaG1qZ3liZERFQmpkdXhqYVhoZz09
https://uucommunitychurch.org/calendar/
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Learning and Growth 

Thoughtful Thursdays 
We have made a few changes to our regular gathering on Thursday 
evenings to help better meet the needs of our community as we enter 
the 9th month of the pandemic.  We hope you will take advantage of 
the opportunities for learning and growth these programs will offer.  
 

First Thursdays—THEMATIC EXPLORATION 
Happy Hour on the first Thursday of each month will be dedicated to an exploration of the current 
spiritual theme.  On November 5 at 7:00 PM, we will think about November’s themes of:                                      
Inclusion, Trust, and Connection. Rev Gy will ask you to consider the following questions: 
 

 What kinds of relationships fulfill you?   
 How do you deal with disappointment and unmet expectations? 
 What are your thoughts about the trustworthiness of human beings? 
 How has forgiveness or the lack of it impacted your life? 
 
 

Second Thursdays—MORAL DECISION MAKING 
Happy Hour on the second Thursday of the month will feature a lively group discussion of thorny ethical 
questions.  Learn more on page 13. 
 

Third or Fourth Thursdays—A CONVERSATION WITH… 
Once a month we will continue to invite special guests to join us to engage in conversation and answer our 
questions on a variety of topics.  We are still in the process of securing a guest for Thursday, November 19th.  
Please save the date and watch the Weekly Email for more details.  
 

Other Thursdays—HAPPY HOUR 
The remaining Thursdays will be an opportunity to connect and socialize with each other with no set agenda.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civil Conversation Workshop with Darby Fetzer 
 

As emotional tensions rise in response to political divisions and the growing aware-
ness of social inequities, the art of having Civil Conversations has never been more 
necessary. 
 

At its simplest, a civil conversation is a dialogue between two people or a group 
that intends to build a better understanding. Participants don’t have to agree—what matters is the 
act of listening to other people and learning their perspective.   
 

Join us Tuesday, November 17th at 7:00 PM for an interactive Zoom Workshop with Emotional Intel-
ligence Facilitator, Darby Fetzer. In this one hour workshop, you will learn Emotional Intelligence skills 

to engage in Civil Conversations - allowing you opportunities to build respectful, truth-seeking bridg-
es toward greater understanding with family, co-workers, neighbors, etc. 
 

Don’t miss this chance to make your corner of the world a more welcoming and peaceful place 
for conversation. Please register yourself and a friend(s) for this workshop by Tuesday, November 
10, 2020. To register contact the office at uucommunity@gmail.com.  As with all our adult enrich-
ment classes, a free will ‘love’ offering will be taken following the class to benefit UUCC.  

mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
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Learning and growth 

 Moral Decision Making 
An Adult Enrichment program will begin on Thursday, November 12 at 7:00 PM during our usual 
Happy Hour zoom time. This program of 30-minute lectures will be streamed to us, one per 
month,  from The Great Course series entitled " Moral Decision Making--How to Approach Everyday 
Ethics”.  There are a  total of 24 lectures. Each lecture is given by Professor Clancy Martin, Ph.D. of 
the University of Missouri.  Professor Martin is Professor and Chair of the Philosophy department 
and Professor of Business Ethics. 
 

Each lecture is essentially a self-contained program.  Although 
there are occasional references made to a previous lecture, they 
do not build upon one another.  So you are free to jump in and 
join the adult enrichment program whenever the announced 
subject matter/issue piques your interest and curiosity. 
 

The first four ethical considerations will be: 
 

November 12—  Why Be Good? , 
December 10—Is It Ever Permissible to Lie? 
January 14—Aren't Whistle Blowers Being Disloyal?   
February 11 - What's Wrong With Gossip?       
   

Come and consider topics that philosophers and ethicists have mulled over throughout the ag-
es.  There will be sides to an issue you may never have considered before! After each lecture join 
others in thoughtful and stimulating conversation sharing  insights and responses to the subject-of-
the-month.  There are no finite right or wrong answers or no  one-size-fits-all conclusions;  just an 
enlightening sharing of ideas.   

Hiroshima: History, Consequences, and Implications  
An adult enrichment opportunity led by Rev. Harold Beu 
6 August 1945 is one of the most important dates not only in our own history, but 
of the history of the world.  It was the day that the U.S. government dropped an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan and three days later, dropped a similar bomb 
on Nagasaki, thus ushering in the nuclear age.  Since that time, nuclear bombs 
have been created that are thousands of times more powerful than the one 

dropped on Hiroshima.  Also, there are some 15,000 of those weapons distributed among 8 nations, and 
other nations are tempted to create more.  The enormity of the power of these weapons plus their ubiq-
uity makes it not a possibility, but a probability that those weapons will be used either deliberately or 
accidentally. Therefore, it behooves us to remember Hiroshima so as to make a commitment to never 
again use these terrible weapons, and more importantly to rid ourselves of them and never again build 
another one of these immoral weapons.   
 

Join Rev. Harold Beu to explore the history of the creation and implementation of that terrible weapon 
and the ways we can solve our disputes not with the war option but with negotiation, diplomacy, and 
compromise.  This class will meet for one day only on December 4 at 4:00 PM.  Please contact the office 
(uucommunity@gmail.com) to reserve your spot.  

mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
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sustainability 

 Finding More Joy Through  
a Smaller Environmental Footprint 
On October 19, the UUCC Sustainability Small Group met to share 
our successes and failures as we work towards a more simple and 
sustainable lifestyle.  We were joined by special guest, Bruce Fetzer 
to help us learn more about Socially Responsible Investing (SRI). 
 

Bruce described our financial investment in a sustainable lifestyle as 
having two branches.  One branch is consumption. The dollars we 
spend at earth-friendly businesses or local farms play an important 
part in supporting and encouraging sustainability.  The other branch 

is our financial investments. It is possible to redirect some of our investment dollars into stocks and 
funds that support our sustainability goals, but first, we need to learn more about the investment ve-
hicles available and how they are rated. 
 

Here are some of the SRI resources mentioned during the meeting that can help you learn more: 
 

Vanguard ESG Investing This webpage provides a good overview of Socially Responsible (SRI) 
which is also referred to as ESG (Environment, Social, Governance) Investing.  It lists the different 
factors that contribute to a company’s or fund’s ESG rating.  
 

Morningstar ESG Investing: This web page allows you to download Morningstar’s research on Sus-
tainable Investing.  
 

Sustainalytics ESG Risk Rating Database: This tool allows you to search individual companies and 
see their ESG risk rating.  It has links to short videos that explain what the ratings are and how they 
work. 
 

Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility: This group is focused on institutional investors.  
Their report on Faith Consistent Investing in a Climate Challenged World highlights some of their 
disinvestment successes. Click HERE to access the report.  
 

The Unitarian Universalist Common Endowment Fund:  This website has lots of information about 
investment screening but also Community Investment and Microfinance, topics that were men-
tioned at our meeting but not fully explored.  
 

Other resources shared at our meeting included:  
 

Plastic Eating Enzymes: Details about this interesting development that my impact recycling 
efforts can be found in this article from CNN: https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/29/world/plastic-
eating-super-enzyme-scli-intl-scn/index.html or from the Journal of the Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences of the United States of America: https://www.pnas.org/
content/117/41/25476 
 

Plastic Free Chef:  This website has some tips for a plastic-free kitchen and some tasty looking veg-
etarian recipes for those who are looking for some new ideas. 
(Continued on page 15) 

https://investor.vanguard.com/investing/esg/
https://www.morningstar.com/company/esg-investing
https://www.sustainalytics.com/esg-rating/
https://www.iccr.org/
http://uucef.org/socially-responsible-investing/about-sri/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/29/world/plastic-eating-super-enzyme-scli-intl-scn/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/29/world/plastic-eating-super-enzyme-scli-intl-scn/index.html
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/41/25476
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/41/25476
https://theplasticfreechef.com/
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sustainability 

(Continued from page 14) Naadam: Source for sustainably and ethically produced cashmere goods.  
 

The Sustainability Small Group is open to anyone interested in joining  us on our sustainability jour-
ney. Our next meeting is on Monday, November 16 at 7:00 PM via Zoom.  
 

To join the Sustainability Small Group Meeting:  
https://zoom.us/j/94705183271?pwd=SXAwMGdSZjMzdWJ2SENScWlkSTlZdz09  
 

Meeting ID: 947 0518 3271  Password: 394963  
 

If you would like more information about the UUCC Sustainability Small Group, contact Miriam.  

The Keys to Sustainable Living 
Our favorite sustainability advocate, Erin Augustine, will 
be leading two workshops in November as part of a 5-
week Sustainable Living Series hosted by the University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville Continuing Education Institute. 
The workshops are online, 90 minutes, and registration is 
$25 each or $115 for the whole series. 
 
 

Calculate Your Environmental Impact 
November 10 from 4:30 –6:00 PM 
This workshop will be good for anyone who wants to cal-
culate or revisit their environmental footprint calcula-
tion.  Erin will be using  the calculator from the Global 
Footprint Network and provide lots of in-depth infor-
mation that will help you better understand the impact 
your lifestyle is making on the planet.  Learn more about 
the workshop and how to register HERE. 
 
 

Building a Better Closet  
November 17 from 4:30– 6:00 PM 
In this workshop,  Erin will talk about her capsule ward-
robe (of approximately 30 pieces) and share advice on 
how to pare down an overflowing closet, choosing 
which items to keep and which to let go, and how to fill 
in the gaps when you really do need more/new 
clothes. Learn more about the workshop and how to 
register HERE.   
 
 

Other workshops in the series include Bringing Solar to 
Your Neighborhood, Ride Your Bike with Confidence, 
and Cooking a Heathy and Environmentally Consider-
ate Meal.  

https://naadam.co/pages/aboutus
https://zoom.us/j/94705183271?pwd=SXAwMGdSZjMzdWJ2SENScWlkSTlZdz09
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
https://carbonfreefamily.com/events/calculate_your_impact
https://carbonfreefamily.com/events/building-a-better-closet
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Faith in action 

 It Takes a Village… 
Empowerment of a refugee family from the Congo is a primary 
means by which UU Community Church demonstrates our UU 
faith in action. Jean, Francoise, Kwizera, James, Teddy, and     
Amelia arrived in Kalamazoo from Rwanda in January of 2019.  
The team of UUCC volunteers who offers support to the family is 
led by Denise Sonier, who offers this update.  
 

The Covid pandemic has created many challenges in our lives and 
our Congolese family is no different. Father Jean and Mother Fran-
coise were both working at JBS when the virus hit our area. There 
were co-workers at JBS who tested positive last spring and so em-
ployees were given a choice to furlough at home for a time. Jean 
took two weeks off and then returned to work. Françoise remained 
home and collected unemployment insurance and only returned lat-
er in the summer once it ran out.    
 

“Lockdown” affected everyone and so the children had little to do to 
occupy themselves. The pool at the Candlewyck that provided much 
enjoyment last summer remained closed. The bikes previously donated to Kwizera, 13, and James, 10, 
had been broken or stolen. Fortunately, high-quality bikes were generously donated to the boys by the 
Nelsons and the Fetzers.  The boys were thrilled!  Five-year-old Teddy also asked to learn how to ride a “ 
big boy” bike and a used blue one (his favorite color) was found by Denise Sonier. James promised to 
teach his little brother how to ride. 
 

The family managed throughout the summer requiring very little help from our UUCC volunteers except 
for a few dental and doctor’s appointments. All the children have a clean bill of health and are growing 
normally. They also each had a dental appointment over the summer and happily had no cavities this 

time. Kwizera was noted to have “crowded” teeth that were coming 
on top of each other. The dentist stated that it was a cosmetic prob-
lem only that would require an orthodontist to fix. 
 

The fall brought new adjustments for this family. All Kalamazoo Public 
Schools (KPS) instituted virtual learning rather than in-person teach-
ing. This required the use of Chromebooks for each child in order for 
them to connect to an online classroom through “Google 
meet” ( much like Zoom). The children already had one Chromebook 
obtained through the schools as well as a laptop (donated by a refu-
gee volunteer from another church).  Denise was able to obtain two 
more so that Kwizera (8th grade), James (5th grade), and Teddy 
(kindergarten) had access to their teachers.   
 

Online learning has had a pretty steep learning curve. The boys have 
been learning how to navigate to multiple classroom meetings/
teachers.   (Continued on page 17)                                                       

  Kwizera is growing tall! 

 

Jean, Kwizera, Francoise 
James and Teddy 
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Faith in Action 
(Continued from page 16) There have been problems as the 
WiFi network sometimes has connectivity issues.  But they 
keep trying and are making daily connections with some of 
their teachers. 
 

James struggles with homework. His reading skills are far be-
low grade level and he has trouble navigating through online 
homework assignments and submitting them.  Marsha Laya is 
connecting with him through Zoom at least weekly to practice 
reading skills. Pat Fuehr has obtained information on securing 
a tutor for James and Kwizera through “Community in 
Schools” and Denise has submitted the required paperwork. 
What support can be provided for them and how that will 
look, is still pending.    
 

Kindergarten class for Teddy is for 1 hr daily and Teddy is re-
ceiving support/ teaching from Pat Timm on Mondays and 
Wednesdays and Denise Sonier on Tuesdays and Thursdays.                                                                      
He had a late start and missed the first 3 weeks of school but 
is now on track.  He is very engaged with his class and often 
raises his hand to answer questions. He loves the dancing al-

phabet videos and participates wholeheartedly.  Denise has met via Zoom with his teacher last week 
who is happy with his progress and his behavior.  Denise assisted him in taking some required standard-
ized testing and he scored well between his cohorts in both and English literacy!  On Fridays, Teddy does 
not attend class but instead has an educational outing with Regena Nelson. She is kindly and generously 
donating her time and has taken Teddy out for lunch, to the library, and to the Air Zoo! 
 

Three-year-old Amelia is attending in person preschool at Milwood Church daily. Because her parents go 
to work at 5:30 AM, they drop her off at Theophile’s apartment (friend, translator, and fellow Congolese 
refugee) and he babysits her until he puts her on the school bus at 8:00 AM. Because he goes to work at 
Meijer at 2:30 PM. Denise gets Amelia off the bus daily at 3:00 PM and brings her home. Amelia is very 
independent but obedient and her teacher reports that she is becoming a “chatterbox” albeit mostly in 
her own language.  She is starting to have enough confidence to express some English words.  Denise 
noted that she didn’t have a lot of clothes that fit her and bought her five new outfits as well as socks 
and underwear. Pat Fuehr is also keeping stock of her grand-daughters’ hand-me-downs to pass along. 
Amelia wears a 4T-5T and donations are welcomed. 
 

KPS is providing free breakfast and lunch meals for all students in need through December. Denise has 
been picking up these meals twice weekly so that the kids have access to ready-to-eat food throughout 
the day. Kwizera loves the sub sandwiches and James and Teddy love the “pizza”.    
 

Recently, the van that UUCC generously donated to the family, broke down in Plainwell while Jean was 
at work. It required towing. Denise used money from the UUCC Congolese Family Fund to purchase a 
AAA membership for Jean. She demonstrated how to access the towing service and had the van towed 
to a local mechanic. The alternator was the problem and needed replacing. The bill of about $450 was 
also paid for by the fund. Jean and Francoise were extremely grateful.  (Continued on page 18)           

          Teddy rides a ‘big boy’ bike. 
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Faith in Action 
(Continued from page 17)  Denise has emphasized regular oil changes 
with Jean as the oil had gotten quite low.  
 

Another challenge faced by the family was a burst pipe in their kitchen 
which left water running everywhere! They contacted Denise who was 
able to notify the emergency maintenance man at Candlewyck who 
took care of the problem. Whew! 
 

When Jean and Francoise noted that their washer and dryer were no 
longer working, they were able to secure functional ones on their own 
but asked for help with the “hook up”.  Rev. Gy promptly did that for 
them and also hauled away the old ones to the junkyard! 
 

Wow!! It takes a village! A big Thank You to ALL our caring volunteers 
for their time and efforts helping this lovely family! 
 

 If you would like to be part of this team, contact Denise Sonier.   
 

What is needed? 
  
 Gently Used Clothing—For Amelia (4T-5T) and Teddy (5T) 
 

 Tutoring Help—For James and Kwizera 
 

 Vehicle Maintenance Coordinator—Someone to be the point person/contact with any car 
 issues 
 

 Holiday Help—The team is currently developing ideas for a “giving tree” for Xmas, therefore 
 any help with shopping, wrapping, and delivering will be appreciated 

A flood in the kitchen!  

The 2020 UUCC Virtual Christmas Card 
Get out that ugly holiday sweater, decorate a corner with mistletoe 
and holly, and smile because we are collecting photos  a virtual 
Christmas (or any winter holiday you prefer) Card! 
 

Photos of you and your family (human or furry) can be current or 
from years gone past. Winter or holiday-themed attire and decora-
tions are encouraged but not necessary.   
 

Email your photos to the office by Monday, December 21 at 5:00 
PM so they can be put together in a PowerPoint with some holiday 
music and shared with everyone on Christmas Eve.  
 

If you need technical help taking a photo or sending one you already 
have to the office, there are volunteers available to give you hand.  We would like to have every-
one’s beautiful smile included the holiday card.  It has been too long since we have seen many of you  
each other and a photograph will help ease our minds a little.  
 

If you have any questions about the Virtual Christmas Card or need help, please contact the office.  

mailto:dlsonier@hotmail.com
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
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Religious Education 

 R.E.flections From Miriam Epskamp, Director of Religious Education  
 

After the tiniest bit of encouragement from me, the Youth Group agreed to 
take charge of Guest at Your Table this year. Covid19 has made it hard for them 
to engage in their usual social justice activities.  Food collections, bake sales, 
and clothing drives are difficult to pull off in a virtual space.  But Guest at Your 
Table, the annual fundraiser for the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
(UUSC), should be pretty easy to turn into an online activity.  
 

A few weeks ago, during one of our Sunday Zoom meet-ups, I helped the kids come up with a plan for 
the fundraiser and we started to figure out who was going to do what.  One important job that needed 
to be done seemed pretty easy from my point of view.  Someone needed to send an email to the UUSC 
requesting materials.  I was kind of surprised when my request for a volunteer was met with...silence.   
 

Not one to be easily discouraged, I changed my approach.  I picked one of the kids and went for the di-
rect ask, “Could you please send an email to the UUSC?”  This usually works. The kids at UU Community 
Church are nice, cooperative, team players. They rarely turn down a direct request.  Little did I know 
that asking them to send an email was stepping over the line.  They refused. 
 

When I asked why they were unwilling, they told me that they were worried about having to contact 
someone they didn’t know. They were afraid of making a mistake. They told me that sending an im-
portant email was something that they had never done before and they not sure they could do it right.   
 

In the end, I turned sending the email into a group learning activity.  I used the screen share feature on 
Zoom to pull up my Gmail account and we composed a message to the UUSC together.  It was, of 
course, much easier than they had imagined.  They were completely up to the task and even corrected 
my punctuation. 
 

I suspect we all can relate to the kids’ initial feelings of inadequacy. We have all had moments in life 
when we felt we just could not handle what was expected of us.  Perhaps you are experiencing one of 
those moments right now?  
 

We seem to be at a tipping point in history. The pandemics of poverty, inequality, and racism can no 
longer be ignored. We are being urged from all sides to take action.  We are being asked to step out of 
our comfort zones, be courageous, stand up, speak out, listen to hard truths, and lean into real change.  
These things are not easy to do and we may be tempted to say we just can’t.  
 

Our Unitarian Universalist faith requires more from us.  We won’t transform ourselves and our world 
sitting on the sidelines.  We need to live our values and put our time and energy into do doing the work 
transformation requires.  It is as Rev. Larry Farris said last month when he quoted Paula Coelho, “The 
world is changed by your example, not your opinion.” 
  

But, just like the kids at UUCC, you are not expected to do the work alone.  This Unitarian Universalist 
community is here to help, support, and lift you up when you are struggling. Together, we will find a 
way.   
 

May it be so.  

 ONLINE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Until regular services resume, our children and youth will meet on  
Sundays at 1:00 PM via ZOOM video-conferencing.  Please contact Miriam for login information.                         

mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
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Covid 19 
  Safe, Accessible, and Inclusive Solutions  
In May of 2020, the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) sent a notice to its member congregations 
strongly recommending that congregations plan for ongoing virtual gatherings and operations through 
May 2021. The UUA wrote, “We are guided by science and our deepest values, not politics, when we 
urge congregations to not resume full in-person operations until concrete public health criteria are 
met.”  
 

Since then, Rev. Gy and the UUCC Board of Trustees have spent countless hours studying, planning, and 
making decisions regarding the adjustments to our facility and operating procedures that would be re-
quired for safe in-person gatherings. The CDC, Michigan Department of Health, the UUA, and even the 
church’s insurance company have provided valuable guidance.  They have come up with a strategy for 
church operations while under the COVID-19 threat. The Board’s Plan for Covid19 Protection at Church 
can be found HERE.  
 

The criteria the board has set for allowing even small in-person meetings at church are as follows: 
 

 1) Low likelihood of infected persons in the local area (monitoring local statistics for 
 multiple weeks of reduction in infections) MI Safe Start Restrictions – Phase 4 or higher 
 2) Adequate testing available to trust the statistics and do contact tracing, if necessary. 
 3) Sufficient personal protective equipment available (for individuals and for health 
 centers) 
 

The Michigan Safe Start Phases:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

The Michigan Safe Start Dashboard can be found HERE.  As of October 25, the risk level for our region is 
HIGH. At this time, the UUCC building is CLOSED for meetings of people from different households. The 
Board of Trustees will watch the infection risk levels to determine when this can be relaxed.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YwxIKoefvEwwDHoJ6pAHVDRmtrJmLwlg/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mistartmap.info/
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Covid 19 
  Virus Free UUCC 

The UUCC Board of Trustees has determined that the best 
course of action at this time is for the building to re-
main CLOSED for meetings of people from different house-
holds.  
 

If you have no choice but to visit the building, the Board has 
made a list of reminders and responsibilities to follow.  The 
items in bold print were added to the list when the Board 
updated the Covid19 policy and procedures on October 21, 
2020.  They are counting on everyone’s support as, togeth-
er, we fight the spread of Covid19.  
 

 

 If you are sick, please stay home. No one wants to be compromised.  

 Fill out the log upon entering and leaving the building. 

 Please frequently wash your hands well and for the recommended time of 20 seconds. 

 Keep your hands away from your face. 

 Wear a cloth face mask or covering while in the building. 

 Practice social distancing of at least 6 feet if you are in a group with people from outside your 
household. 

 There is hand sanitizer located in every room; use as you are entering and leaving the building. 
Also, use after blowing your nose or coughing. 

 Please thoroughly clean any common area surfaces (tables, chair handles, bathroom/kitchen 
faucets and doorknobs/handles) upon entering and leaving the building. 

 If you use computer keyboards, copy machine buttons, piano keyboard, microphones, desks, 
lectern, stair handrails, etc. please clean these surfaces as well. 

 Use your own writing utensils. 

 IF YOU TEST POSITIVE FOR COVID-19: Please notify uucommunity@gmail.com so that actions 

PLEASE WEAR A MASK 

mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com


Page 23  CommUUnity Matters ~ November 2020 

 

November 2020 

calendar 

For the latest, up-to-date information about  our activities and events visit our website or online calendar.  

Sunday, November 1 
10:00 am—Trust with Rev. Gy 
10:45 am—After Service Coffee Hour 
1:00 pm—Meet-Up for Kids 

Tuesday, November  3 
11:00 am—Coffee with Rev. Gy 
8:00 pm—Vigil for Peace and Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday, November 10 
11:00 am—Coffee with Rev. Gy 
 

Tuesday, November 17 
11:00 am—Coffee with Rev. Gy 
7:00 pm—Civil Conversations with Darby Fetzer 

Sunday, November 8  
10:00 am— Bridging the Gap with Rev. Gy 
10:45 am—After Service Coffee Hour 
11:00 am—Program Council Meeting 
1:00 pm—Meet-Up for Kids 

Wednesday, November 4 
5:30 pm—Board of Trustees Meeting (note time change) 
 

Wednesday November 11 
5:30 pm –Sunday Services Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 18 
12:00 pm—NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Sunday, November 15 
10:00 am—with Daniel Nahmod 
10:45 am—After Service Coffee Hour 

 

Thursday, November 5 
3:00 pm—Stewardship Committee Meeting 
7:00 pm—Thematic Exploration Thursday 
 

Thursday, November 12 
7:00 pm—Moral Decision Making Small Group 
 

Thursday, November 19 
7:00 pm—A Conversation with….. 

Sunday, November 22 
10:00 am—with Marcus Winchester 
10:45 am—After Service Coffee Hour 
1:00 pm—Meet-Up for Kids 

Friday, November 13 
1:00 pm—Women’s Book Group 

Sunday, November 29 
10:00 am—The Meaning of Home with Rev. Laura Randall 
10:45 am—After Service Coffee Hour 

Saturday, November 20 
8:30 am—Men’s Group Virtual Breakfast 
 

Monday, November  16 
7:00 pm –Sustainability Small Group 

https://uucommunitychurch.org/
https://uucommunitychurch.org/calendar/
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NOW  
ON  

UU Community Church 
is served by: 

Rev. Gy Ludvig-McCartney M.Div., M.A. 
Consulting Minister 
By Appointment Only 
gyludvig@gmail.com 
Cell: 269-352-2412 

 

Miriam Epskamp 
Office Administrator and                         
Director of Religious Education                   
uucommunity@gmail.com 
Church office: 269-324-7262                       
Cell phone: 269-993-8758 

 

Nick Sienkiewicz 
Music Director 
nsienki@iu.edu 

The next Newsletter Deadline is  
Wednesday,  November 25 at NOON 

Please send submissions to: 

uuccnewsletter@gmail.com 

2019-2020 Board of Trustees  

Nancy Calme 

Erin Michael 

Darby Fetzer 

Larry Higgins 

Freya Lake 

mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
http://www.uucomunitychurch.com
http://www.facebook.com/uuccswmi
mailto:gyludvig@gmail.com
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
mailto:uuccnewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeKLfl65HwfPysklVlrMV9w

