Comm U Unity Matters

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Southwest Michigan July 2026

Spiritual Theme for July: REST

In order to provide ourselves a time of rest and rejuvenation for body, mind, and spirit, we will
be operating at reduced hours during the month of July. There will be no regular Sunday
Services, Religious Exploration for Kids, or Thoughtful Thursdays. Most of our small groups will
also take a break. Rev. Gy and Miriam will not check emails or phone messages as much as
usual.

Our regular Sunday Services will resume at 10:00 AM on Sunday, August 2 when we unveil a new
theme for the year and discern how we can prepare for the work ahead.

Consider being intentional about this time of rest. Take time in July to ponder these questions:

+ What brings more joy, balance, centering, peace, relaxation, recreation, renewal to your life?
What external and internal factors influence the amount of time you have or take for rest
and renewal?

¢ If you had more time for rest, what would you do?

For those who find taking time “to seek, to sustain, and, to share” with others an important part
of their self-care routine, there will still be many opportunities to gather with UUCC friends
during July including our Summer Sunday Services led by several different UUCC members.
Keep reading this newsletter to learn more.

If you are in need of help or pastoral care during the July break, please do not hesitate to reach
out to Miriam (uucommunity@gmail.com) or one of our Caring Community point people. Your

church community is always here for you!



mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
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SUNDAYS IN JULY

In place of our regular Sunday services in July, several UUCC members will share what has
been on their minds and in their hearts lately, offering personal reflections, insights, and
conversations that invite us to connect more deeply with one another.

Please note that our Summer Sunday Services are relaxed, onsite-only gatherings. There will
not be an option to join via Zoom or YouTube. Bring your own coffee and snacks, settle in, and
enjoy this opportunity for meaningful connection and community. Childcare is available.

July 5: Healing Our Nation; Healing Ourselves

This 250" Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence has left many people
concerned about our nation's condition. Join Harold Beu the day after the 4th to consider
what it means to be a patriot with questions like, “Can we love our nation and still want to
improve it? How do we respond to those tremendous challenges facing us? And finally, in
our attempt to heal our nation, can we heal ourselves?

July 12: Persistence of Belief and the Science of Faith

The question that has been on Dave Uttermohlen’s mind lately is, “Why do people continue
to hold their beliefs, even in the face of contradictory information?” Come and hear his
thoughts on the matter and add yours to the conversation.

July 19: Mindful Living

Through a thoughtful reading, guided mindfulness practice, and meaningful conversation,
Eric Nelson will help us explore simple ways to bring more presence, peace, and connection
into our daily lives. Come as you are and enjoy a time of reflection and community together.

July 26: Grieving the Garden

Join new member and avid gardener Robin Chico to discuss the loss of community, culture,
food sovereignty, expectations vs. reality, what to harvest, what to sow, and how to “let some
plants go.”
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YOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

Each year, the Board of Trustees faces the difficult task of selecting just three or four individ-
uals for special recognition from among the dozens of dedicated volunteers who generously
share their time, talents, and energy to help our community thrive. This year's honorees
represent a wide range of service, from newer members just beginning their volunteer
journey to longtime leaders who have become pillars of our community through years of
faithful dedication.

Justin Wojciak joined UUCC in 2024 and almost immediately became
involved with the Building and Grounds Team, helping with projects
around the church. With a particular interest in sustainability and
energy conservation, he spearheaded efforts to seal leaks around
exterior doors and improve insulation in key areas. Justin also
accepted an invitation to serve on the Committee on Ministry, which
assists the minister, Board of Trustees, and congregation in promoting
the well-being of the church and facilitating healthy resolution of
congregational concerns. In all he does, Justin brings thoughtfulness,
compassion, and a spirit of loving-kindness.

Nicky Leigh joined UUCC in 2023 and quickly became an essential
member of the Sustainability Group, sharing her extensive knowledge
and community connections, participating in events, and writing
newsletter articles on climate change. She also joined the Tech Team,
helping make our Sunday services accessible through Zoom and
YouTube for members and friends near and far. In addition, Nicky
serves on the Sunday Services Committee, where she helps secure
guest speakers and lay leaders who enrich our worship experience.

Mary Roscoe has been sharing her energy and creativity with UUCC
for almost 15 years. During that time, she has led the Faith in
Action Committee, served on the Board of Trustees, and was a
member of the Sunday Services Team during a particularly challenging
period atthe onset of Rev. Gy’ illness, when alternative Sunday
services often had to be planned on very short notice. In recent
years, Mary has been the driving force behind Open House Theatre
v Company, helping many UUCC members discover their theatrical
Mary Roscoe talents and bringing the joy of performance to children in our
community. She has also been a dedicated volunteer in our Religious
Exploration program, mentoring youth, assisting on Sundays, and
organizing the our monthly Souper Sunday fundraiser.

More on page 4
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GRATTTUDE

Judy Halseth has served UUCC in countless ways throughout her
more than 25 years with the congregation. This list undoubtedly
captures only a portion of her contributions. Judy has served on the
Stewardship Committee, Committee on Ministry, and Nominating
Committee; participated in the hiring of several music directors;

and served as President of the Board of Trustees. She has sungin the
choir, directed the choir, and filled in as pianist on numerous occa-
sions. Judy has also been a steadfast champion of the Women’s Book

Group, serving as its chair for many years and graciously hosting its

Judy Halseth

annual meeting at her home on Lake Brownwood.

Our church community and the broader community to which we belong wouldn’t be
possible without the commitment of dedicated people like Justin, Nicky, Mary, and Judy.
We are grateful for them and ALL of our amazing volunteers who contribute their time,
energy, talent, and gifts to keep our community going strong! Thank YOU for all that you do.

Volunteers are love in motion.
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UUCC Women’s Book Group
The UUCC Women’s Book Group will hold a
Summer Salad Potluck and Annual
Meeting on July 10 to choose their book
selections for 2026-2027.

The UUCC Women’s Book Group is open to
any UUCC members and friends who identi-
fy as women. They meet on Zoom on the 2nd
Friday of the month, at 1 PM, September
through May. Now would be a great time to
get involved with group!

Current members are asked to RSVP to
Dawn Renner by July 8 if they plan to attend
the annual meeting. Those who cannot
attend should send their book selections to
Dawn by the same date.

Questions or interested in becoming a new
member? Contact Dawn Renner.

Next Steps

In June, our friends at Next Steps, a
program helps low-income Kalamazoo
Promise students prepare for college,
reached out with an urgent need. They had
more students than donors!

Thanks to the generosity of UUCC members
who supported our Souper Sunday fundrais-
ers, we were able to say, "Yes, we can help!"

Regena and Amanda Nelson gathered
school supplies at the KVCC bookstore,
while Miriam purchased a backpack and a
gently used TI-84 calculator. These items will
go to ayoung man from an Afghan refugee
family in Kalamazoo who will begin studying
computer science this fall.

Thank you UUCC for helping a young

person in our community to get off to a good
start as they begin their higher ed journey!



mailto:grannydawn59@gmail.com
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PLANTING SEEDS OF PEACE

Earlier this year, UUCC received an email from Rose,
the Education Director at Habonim Dror Camp Tavor,
a summer camp for Jewish youth in Three Rivers. She
was looking for a community partner to help bring
Raja Khouri, a Palestinian peace activist and author
from Toronto, to speak with the campers.

Never ones to turn down a request from young people,
. the UUCC Board of Trustees tapped into the Memorial
Fund to help make the visit possible. In addition to
spending time in dialogue with the campers, Mr. Khouri
also led a community conversation at UUCC.

On June 28, an interfaith gathering of about 45 people—including Jews, Christians,
Unitarian Universalists, non-religious community members, and 14 young people from the
camp—came together at UUCC to hear Mr. Khouri share what he has learned through more
than two decades of dialogue with Israeli Arabs and Jews. He spoke about the trauma, fear,
and anger that fuel the conflict and encouraged his listeners to support organizations such
as the Israeli movement Standing Together, which brings Arab and Jewish communities
together in the pursuit of peace, equality, and social justice. Mr. Khouri shared his belief
that lasting peace in Israel-Palestine will ultimately come because the people who live
there choose to make it happen.

Rose later expressed her gratitude to UUCC for making these events possible. For many of
the young people at Camp Tavor, the experience was transformational. For most of them,

Raja was the first Palestinian they had ever met. Some of the older campers said that their
conversations with Raja were the most important thing they could have done this summer.

The event also introduced the young people to Unitarian Universalism. Most of them had
never been in a church quite like ours. They spent time exploring our bulletin boards, brows-
ing our literature, and even adding a few links to our “Chains of Resistance” project. One
camper was overheard saying, “This church is woke! | would go here.”

Mr. Khouri shared that working with the kids from Camp Tavor was one of the most amazing
experiences he has ever had doing this work. The kids were passionate, curious, and asked
so many good questions. Being with them has given him more hope for future.

Many thanks go out to everyone at UUCC who helped make Raja Khouri’s visit to

West Michigan a wonderful success including the Board of Trustees, everyone who helped
spread the word, invited friends. attended the program, and contributed to the Memorial
Fund to offset the cost. (We are still accepting donations! Click HERE to help.) We hope
the seeds of understanding and peace planted through this event will continue to grow.

We will soon add a copy of Raja Khouri’s book The Wall Between: What Jews and
Palestinians Don’t Want to Know About Each Other for the church library. You can also
purchase a copy on his website: conversationswithoutwalls.org



https://www.standing-together.org/en
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YSQ3/campaign/C-ZMM9
https://www.conversationswithoutwalls.org/
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NEW ME FRS

We welcomed five new members into our community in June! We are so glad to have Carol,

Robin and Juniper, and Alana and Sean as part of our community and are honored they have
chosen to make UUCC part of their lives.

Carol Higgins (she/her) has been a familiar face at UUCC for many
years, simply waiting for the right moment to officially become a
member. A lifelong Michigander and the oldest of eight siblings,
Carolis married to Larry and is proud to be part of a wonderfully

W blended family that includes six amazing adult children—three

A\ from each of their previous marriages—and ten grandchildren. A

| retired teacher, Carol is a passionate gardener and self-described
riparian and agrarian naturalist. She is deeply committed to caring
for the earth by reducing her carbon footprint, regenerating soil,
restoring the environment, and helping her community thrive.

Juniper and Robin Chico-Elder stumbled upon UUCC
when looking for a venue for their upcoming wedding.
Robin (she/her) loves music, gardening, herbalism, sewing,
and all kinds of creative pursuits. She and Juniper are
grateful to have found a community where growth is ever
where growth is ever apparent, ever present, and ever
willing. They are excited to continue getting to know the
people of UUCC and to deepen the connections they are

already beginning to make. Juniper (they/them) loves reading, crocheting, gardening, playing
games of all kinds—from cards and board games to video games—and creating art. They
and their fiancée were looking for a space where they could live openly and authentically

and have found that at UUCC. Juniper is looking forward to all that this new chapter will
bring!

Sean Hilton (he/him) and Alana Hilton (she/her) are grateful
to be joining the UUCC community. They have appreciated
the warmth, curiosity, and kindness they have found here.
They live in the Vicksburg area with their two children, Jude
(she/her) and Rook (he/him), along with an assortment of
pets, many ducks, and, very soon, three sheep. Sean works
in tech and product development. He enjoys writing code,
music, and creative projects, and is inspired by Taoist ideas
of patience, compassion, humility, and moving through life
with a little more ease. In addition to being a full-time mother, Alana is a student pursuing a
degree in counseling, a part-time direct care worker, and a hobby felting artist. She was
raised in the neo-pagan tradition. And although she now considers herself spiritually
agnostic, she still draws inspiration from earth-centered religious practices and beliefs.
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LEADERSE

Our 2026-2027 Board of Trustees

Joel Folkert Dawn Renner  Dave Uttermohlen Stephanie Grathwol Kaitlin Wojciak

At the Annual Meeting on May 31, Stephanie Grathwol and Kaitlin Koch Wojciak were
unanimously elected to serve on the Board of Trustees. They will join Joel Folkert,

Dawn Renner, and Dave Uttermohlen in providing leadership for the congregation during the
2026/2027 program year.

The new board members attended the Board meeting in June to become familiar (or reacquaint
themselves) with how things work. Click HERE to read the minutes from that meeting.

The new board will meet on the1st Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM via Zoom. Board
meetings are open to anyone who would like to attend. Visit the UUCC Calendar on our
website for login details.

We once again acknowledge with gratitude our outgoing Board members, Pat Fuehr and
Kathryn Ragains-Wilson. We are thankful for all they have done over the past two years to help
keep UUCC running smoothly. Their leadership, commitment, and generosity of spirit is a gift
to our congregation.

Faith Alliance Meal Ministry

OutFront Kalamazoo's Connections is a weekly youth group for LGBTQ+ youth ages 12-18 in
the greater Kalamazoo area; this program serves anywhere from 13-20 youth per week and is
supported by a strong network of volunteers and staff.

Due to current and ongoing cuts to funding that are happening to LGBTQ+ supportive
programs nationwide, Connections is experiencing some significant obstacles in maintaining
an important facet of the program's quality: food security.

To help overcome these obstacles, the OutFront Kalamazoo Faith Alliance is calling on
local churches to sigh up to provide a hot meal for these kids.

Are you ready to answer this call, UUCC?

We are signed up to cook and deliver a meal to OutFront's office between 5-6 PM on
Thursday, August 20. We will be serving a baked potato buffet. We need people to bake
potatoes and provide an array of toppings like salsa, cheese, chili, pulled pork, steamed
broccoli, etc. If you can help with this effort, look for the sign up sheet at the back of the
sanctuary or email the office at uucommunity@gmail.com.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cWIFsIrjkB5bXBaykmAo6YTvvfbKTwZ3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102539443575809501472&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:uucommunity@gmail.com
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UU BEACH DA

July 11 4pm
Silver Beach, St. Joseph M

The UU congregation in South Bend would
love for UUCC folks to join them at their
annual UU Beach Day at Silver Beach in

St. Joseph. On Saturday, July 11, beginning
around 4:00 PM, they will have a gathering
spot at Silver Beach marked by a canopy and
a large Unitarian Universalist sign. The planis
to spend the afternoon enjoying the beach,
sharing snacks, and getting to know one an-
other, with some folks often heading out to
dinner afterward.

All ages welcome. Bring a towel, sunscreen,
snacks, and friends. If you have any
questions about the event, you can contact
UUSB's office manager, Dr. Louise,

at office@firstunitarian.us

Qigong at UUCC

Our twice-weekly Qigong
sessions are still going strong and
will continue all summer long!
(Except forJuly 1.)

5 Reasons to try Qigong at UUCC

Qigong is a low-impact exercise that
doesn’t require fancy equipment or special
clothes.

Qigong helps to loosen your muscles and
relax your body.

Qigong provides an opportunity for
intentional deep breathing that clears
your mind.

Our sessions are on Zoom so you can try it
in the privacy of your own home with your
camera off.

Our Qigong ‘regulars’ are a great bunch of
people who will welcome YOU warmly.

Click HERE for the TUESDAY Zoom link.
Meeting ID: 697 338 090 Passcode: 138550

Click HERE for the SATURDAY Zoom link.
Meeting ID: 977 5286 6838 Passcode: 383810

Questions? Contact Freya Lake.

¢

3rd Saturday Breakfast Group
The UUCC Breakfast Group will meet for
breakfast on July 18 at 9:00 AM. They will
meet at Berries Famous Pancake House on
Westnedge Ave.

Everyone is welcome to join the breakfast
group. Itis a wonderful opportunity
conversation and connection!

RSVP to Ron Crowell if you plan to attend the
3rd Saturday Breakfast Group. An RSVP is not
required but sometimes plans change at the
last minute, and checking in with Ron will
ensure you aren’t having breakfast alone.

Water Commmunion 2026

Water Communion is a unique UU ritual
traditionally held at the beginning of the church
year that serves to remind us of our intercon-
nectedness and celebrate our gathering together
as a community. If you would like to participate
in our 2026 Water Communion, please plan to
collect a small sample of water from a special
place you visit over the summer to add to a
communal bowl in September. Whether it is
collected from far off travels or your backyard
hose, the important partis that the water
represents a place or experience that gives
meaning to your life or provides sustenance for
your soul.



https://zoom.us/j/697338090?pwd=bkhoamJPaG5NMlh5cExGREJhS2M0Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/97752866838?pwd=Z0ZHcEVsMElEV3JSOVZkSjQ3cEpldz09
mailto:freyalake@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ronald.crowell@wmich.edu
https://www.uua.org/worship/holidays/water-communion
mailto:office@firstunitarian.us
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BACKYARD BBQ

BACIYARD BASER
BBQQCONCBRT

Saturday, July 18 | 5:00 - 8:00 PM

LIVE MUSIC . armist

Bridging the gaps of soul, folk, jazz,
country, Americana, and roots with her
solo and trio work, Megan Dooley is
also a multi-instrumentalist, producer,
composer, community activist, chef,
writer, and professional whistler.

WHAT'S COOKIN’

Burgers (Vegan option),
Hotdogs, Summer sides,
Dessert, BYOB.

Megan Dooley

Ja
THE BACKYARD WHAT TO BRING )
Rev Gy's Backyard Tables will be set up for

5126 Meadowlark Lane,  eating. But bring a lawn

Porta_ge. Limited parking. chair or blanket and
Consider carpooling. your favorite drink.

SUGGESTED
DONATION: $20

Unitarian Universalist
Community Church
uucommunitychurch.org
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UucC RUMMAGE SALE
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THE YVcc¢
RUMMAGE SALE
IS COMING!

APRIL 28 2027

R R

Next spring may seem a long way off, but now is the perfect time to save the date —
Saturday, April 28, 2027 — for our exciting Church Rummage, Craft, and Bake Sale! This
fundraiser will only be successful through the creativity, generosity, and participation of our
church family, so we’re inviting everyone to start planning now.

There will be several ways to participate:

¢ Donate quality rummage sale items as you clean closets, organize cupboards, or sort
through your garage or shed.

e Create handmade crafts to donate or sell on consignment.

e Bake favorite treats for our bake sale table.

e Rent avendor table and sell your own crafts, collectibles, or other treasures.

e Volunteer before, during, or after the event.

e Shop, attend, and invite friends and neighbors to join the fun.

As you go about your spring and summer cleaning, set aside good-quality items that some-
one else might treasure. If you enjoy crafting, consider creating unique handmade goods.
Bakers can begin thinking about favorite recipes to share, and entrepreneurs and hobbyists
may want to start planning what they might sell at a rented table.

More details will be available beginning in February, but for now, start collecting, creating,
and imagining how your talents and treasures can help make this event a wonderful
success for our church!.

Questions? Contact Marsha Laya at marshaklaya@icloud.com.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The 2026 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association

General Assembly (GA), the annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists, where we conduct
business of the Association, explore the theological underpinnings of our faith, and lean fully into
our mission and principles, met from June 14-21.

Many thanks to Dawn Renner for representing UUCC as a delegate and for all the time she spent
listening to debate and considering different points of view before casting votes on our behalf.
She also attended several informative presentations while at GA, including Strengthen Your
Congregation to Meet the Moment. UUCC is certain to benefit from the insights she has gained.

The results of the Business meetings (with many thanks to Unitarian Society of Germantown for this recap):

+ Adopted the Business Resolution directing the UUA Board of Trustees to establish a task force
to review the Ministers Fellowship Committee policies and rules as they relate to interim and
developmental ministers, and to recommend updates that reflect the unique circumstances of
transitional ministry.

+ Did not adopt the Bylaw Amendment on authority to suspend or place a minister’s search on
hold.

+ Affirmed the Action of Immediate Withess opposing rollbacks to environmental protections,
public lands rules, and the endangerment finding. This affirmation directs the UUA’s public wit-
ness on this issue in the coming year.

+ Did not affirm the Action of Immediate Witness in solidarity with people held in immigration de-
tention, including those on hunger strike at Delaney Hall and other facilities. (From the UU
World: Many of those opposed to this AIW, including Charlene Walker, a UU who leads the
multifaith advocacy group Faith in New Jersey, said they believed it came from a place of good
intentions. However, they emphasized that it was developed without the input of the many
frontline leaders who have been working for over a year to shut down Delaney Hall and may
resultin harm.)

+ Passed the Responsive Resolution “Where are the youth?”, calling on the Association to pro-
vide resources to recruit, train, and cultivate youth leadership and attendance.

+ Passed the Responsive Resolution “Gratitude for UUA Support of Youth and Emerging Adults”,
thanking the UUA for its commitment to youth and emerging adults and calling for their full in-
clusion at all levels of leadership. .

+ Passed the Responsive Resolution “Reaffirming Our Commitment to Immigrant Justice and Re-
lationally Grounded Organizing”, reaffirming the Association’s commitment to relationally
grounded organizing and solidarity work.

+ Passed the Responsive Resolution on the Southwest Asia and North Africa region concerns,
(SWANA -formerly known as the Middle East), asking the Commission on Appraisal to include
engagement with how the UUA can better include and respond to UUs affected by crises in the
SWANA region.

¢+ The only contested election, for Board Member #5, was won by Terry Grim. She received 68%
of the vote over challenger Larry Ladd.

If you would like to know more about what happened at General Assembly, feel free to talk to

Dawn or Rev. Gy, or read all about it in the UU World.



https://www.uuworld.org/articles/uua-ga-business-session-together-everywhere

Page 12

CommUUnity Matters ~ July 2026

SUSTAINADB

I'TY NEWS

The UUCC Sustainability Group is taking a break from meeting in July but they are still busy helping
us find ways to live more gently on the earth and advocate for a more sustainable future.

Recycling Station

The Sustainability Group’s Recycling Station will
be open all summer! Located in the Community
Room, the Recycling Station is your one-stop
location for all of our recycling efforts including
Cans for Kids, EPS Foam #6 (aka Styrofoam
collection), Basic Recycling—paper, plastic, etc.,
and Plastic Bag Recycling.

Did you know we accept plastic grocery bags and
other retail bags, bread and produce bags, plastic
film off water bottles and other food containers,
Ziploc bags, bubble wrap, drycleaning bags, and
cereal and cracker box liners in the bin?

After you drop off your recycling in the Community
Room, head out the doors by the kitchen to visit
our compost bin! You can compost kitchen scraps
like fruit and vegetable peels, coffee grounds, and
grass clippings, along with dry materials such as
dead leaves and shredded paper in our tumbler.
Please avoid adding meat, dairy, and oily foods.

Before you go, don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board for information about sustainability
resources, community events, partner organiza-
tions, and environmental justice action alerts to
help keep everyone engaged and informed about
our involvement in climate action and justice!

-—“
RADICAL

REIMAGINING

Reclaiming the American Dream

Sunday, July 5 @ 8pm ET / 5pm PT

7pm CT* 6pm MT/AT « 4pm AKT * 2pm HT

Livestream via Zoom

Learn more + register.

Ink.bio/s/uumfe/radical

You're invited to join Unitarian Universalist
Ministry for Earth for the Radical Reimagining
Worship Service on Sunday, July 5 at

8 PM on Zoom.

This special service will honor our country’s
past while addressing its harm, then and now,
in an effort to transmute our future into the
loving and liberatory place we know that it can
be so that we may reclaim “The American
Dream” for all living things. Click HERE to
register and learn more

KCCC Climate Conversations

Join the Kalamazoo Climate Crisis Coalition for
a Climate Conversation with Chris Broadbent,
the Solid Waste Coordinator for the City of
Kalamazoo on Friday, July 10 at Noon on Zoom.

Chris will share how recycling and
composting connect to the city’s larg-
er climate goals. Click HERE to join
the Zoom or visit

kalamazoocrisis.org to learn more.

The City of Kalamazoo
will hold its next
EPS Foam Recycling Day

on Saturday, July 25
from 10 AM to 1 PM
at the Mayors' Riverfront Park.



https://www.uumfe.org
https://www.uumfe.org
https://www.uumfe.org/radical-reimagining/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84982011078
https://www.kalamazoocrisis.org/
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OPPORTUNITIES

Immigrant Solidarity
Across Borders: Communities Against Gun Th N :
e next organizational meeting of the

Violence and Voter Suppression . S
Kalamazoo Immigrant Solidarity

Kalamazoo, MI ¥4 | Coalition will be at Peoples Church on

July 1| 6:00pm - 8:00pm W’ Friday, July 10 at 7 PM.
(t In the wake of Congress passing a
70 billion dollar appropriations package

A/A J V for ICE and border enforcement for the
nEFE“nEns next 3 years, the work of protecting our

ROADSHOW immigrant community members is more
important than ever.

Dinner at 5:30

Our partners at Interfaith Strategies for Advocacy If you are unable to participate in

and Action in the Community (ISAAC) invite you to organizing, consider making a donation to
the Resilience Fund to help those in need.
Across Borders: Communities Against |Click HERE to give.

Gun Violence and Voter Suppression

Quilting for Community
Looking for a creative way to connect
and give back? Join the UUCC Quilting
Group on Monday, July 20, from 1:00-
3:00 PM for an afternoon of quilting and
community. No experience is required.
Whether you enjoy sewing, cutting fab-
ric, ironing, or helping with other tasks,
there’s a place for you. The project they
are working on will be donated to some-

Click HERE for more information and to RSVP. one in need.
Questions? Contact Marsha Laya.

Tuesday, July 1, at 5:30 p.m. at the Douglas Com-
munity Association.

Enjoy dinner and hear from international and local
leaders discussing the impacts of gun violence and
voter suppression in BIPOC communities. The
evening will also include breakout sessions led by
local gun violence prevention and voting rights ad-
vocates.

Traveling Exhibit—Native Boarding School Survivor Stories of Michigan

Collaborative of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan and
Beaumier Heritage Center of Northern Michigan University
>> Kalamazoo Press Conference - Free & Open to the public <<

Hosted by the AntiRacism Team of St. Luke’s Episccopal Church

Thursday, July 30, 6:00-7:30 pm - with speakers at 6:30

Bishop Rayford Ray, Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan
Miskopwaaganikwe - Leora Tadgerson, Director of Reparations & Justice,
Exhibit Creative Director
Sharon Skutt, Survivor of Holy Childhood Boarding School in Harbor Springs
\Y Skutt, S fHoly Child | Boarding S i

us other Tribal members and survivors from Michigan
Pl o

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 247 W. Lovell St.. Kalamazoo



https://globalexchange.org/dd_event/kalamazoo-democracy-defenders-roadshow/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/4/r/month/2024/3/1?pli=1
mailto:marshaklaya@icloud.com
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OPEN HOUSE THEATRE

Y

AUG 10 - AUG 14
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

REGISTER TODAY! SPACES ARE LIMITED

Registration is going on now! tinyurl.com/OHTCKidsTheatreCamp

Open House Theatre Company Needs YOU!

Open House Theatre Company is excited to be partnering with UUCC for another Kids Theatre
Camp. The start of camp is only weeks away and we have three asks for our supporter at UUCC:

Donate some snacks. Theatre kids eat a lot! We can use crackers, pretzels, fresh fruit and
veggies, dried fruit, granola bars, cheese sticks, etc. Bring your snack donations to UUCC
on or before Sunday, August 9.

Volunteer! We can always use some extra hands in the “theatre shop” helping the kids create
sets, costumes, props, and other crafty things. If you enjoy working with young people,
consider volunteering for an hour or two. We would love to have you join us. Talk to Miriam
to schedule your visit.

Come to our show! The campers will perform a short play on Friday, August 14 at 5 PM.
All are welcome. The more audience members the merrier!

Thank you, as always, for supporting Open House Theatre Company and UUCC.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMnMPdAs5dfWDNRG5NsvDp1aulm1DxYqOavQ-tXnXuuvd84g/viewform?usp=sf_link
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JULY 2026

DAY DATE |EVENT TIME
Thursday July 2 Board of Trustees Meeting 6:30 PM
Saturday July 4 Qigong 9:00 AM
Sunday July 5 Summer Sunday: Healing Our Nation; Healing Ourselves with Harold 10:00 AM
Monday July 6 Stewardship Committee Meeting 1:00 PM
Tuesday July 7 Qigong 9:00 AM
Friday July 10 Women'’s Book Group Annual Meeting 11:00 AM
Saturday July 11 Qigong 9:00 AM
Sunday July 12 Summer Sunday: Persistence of Belief and the Science of Faith with Dave U. [10:00 AM
Tuesday July 14 Qigong 9:00 AM
Saturday July 18 Qigong 9:00 AM

3rd Saturday Breakfast Group 9:00 AM

Backyard BBQ 5:00 PM
Sunday July 19 Summer Sunday: Mindful Living with Eric 10:00 AM
Monday July 20 Quilting for Community 1:00 PM
Tuesday July 21 Qigong 9:00 AM
Wednesday |July 22 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 12:00 PM
Saturday July 25 Qigong 9:00 AM
Sunday July 26 Summer Sunday: Grieving the Garden with Robin 10:00 AM
Tuesday July 27 Qigong 9:00 AM

Under trees on a sum _, 7 e
Listening to the murmur S

Of the water, or watching
The clouds float across the sky,

Is by no means a waste of time.
- ohn LubbockA
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UU Community Church
is served by:

2026-2027 Board of Trustees

Rev. Gy Ludvig-McCartney M.Div., M.A. Dawn Renner

Consulting Minister

By Appointment Only Joel Folkert

gyludvig@gmail.com

Cell: 269-352-2412 Dave Uttermohlen
Stephanie Grathwol

Miriam Epskamp

Office Administrator and Kaitlin Koch Wojciak
Director of Religious Education

uucommunity@gmail.com
Church office: 269-324-7262

Cell phone: 269-993-8758 The next Newsletter Deadline is
Wednesday, July 22 at NOON

Please send submissions to:

Luke Kritzman
Music Director

luke.j.kritzman@wmich.edu uucchewsletter@gmail.com
Cell: (734) 545-3197

CommUUnity Matters

Unitarian Universalist Community Church

of Southwest Michigan
10441 Shaver Rd.

Portage, MI 49024
269-324-7262

CONNECT WITH US!

uucommunity@gmail.com
www.uucomunitychurch.org
www.facebook.com/uuccswmi
www.instagram.com/uuccswmi/

UNITED BY LOVE

BLACK LIVES MATTER
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